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FREEPORET, Maine — From the
time he was in college, Harold
Amictt dreamed of building a boat

and sailing it
Detours around the world.
=  The problem was
Ty o pay for it. While working as
a waste minimization officer at
Bath Iron Waorks, he found the so-
lution: He would bauild it from sal-

Mine years ago, Arndt, 53, took
carly retirement and started min-
ing the state’s scrap vards for steel,
lead, canvas, wood — anvthing
with potential.

Today, the 11.3-foot frame of his
steel, two-masted topsail schoo-
ner, Island Rover, is taking shape
in a sheep pasture behind his
home. He has rallied construction
expertise, financing, and enthusi-
asm from a growing circle of
friends and volunteers, some of
whom will become crew when
Arndt sails his ship around the
globe — as he hopes to do — to
demonstrate what a little creative
recycling can do.

The boat, which will sleep 19,
15 a monument W0 wasle cOnseryvas
tion. For the 389-ton keel, Arndt
mizlted down a hodgepodige of dis-
carded lead from underwater ca-
hle shielding, spent bullets, eleva-
tor counterweights, even fishing
sinkers. For the hull, he salvaged
steel from Mavy surplus, He recov-
ered an anchor windlass from an
Alaskan fishing boat that had been
rebuilt, and outfitted the galley
with kitchen equipment rescued
from a Friendly’s restaurant that
had gone out of business,

With ecach vear, the momen-
tum grows. He worked through
the winter putting on decks, and

gims to complete the hull plate,
the boat's outer skin, by autumn,
His hope now is {0 recruit volun-
teer welders, fitters, and fabrica-
tors, anybody who knows how to
wiork with steel,

“Basically, people with a strong

back,” Arndt said, “especially if
they have welding certificates”

In 2000, Armdt formed the non-
profit Island Rover Foundation to
se¢ the ship through launching
and promote his pied-piper mis-
sion of reducing the amount of
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trash generated throughout the
world.

“This is a statement to society
as to how wasteful we are,” he
said. “When you can build a vessel
this =zize from =omeone else's un-
wanted stuff, vou know there's
something wrong with society”

A marine biologist and licensed
sea captain, Arndt plans to make
the schooner available to research
gcientists and eco-vacationers in-
terested in exploring such wnsul-
lied natural environments as New
Zealand, Tahiti, the Galapagos Is-
lands, the Alewtians, Ieeland, and
the Azores.

T watch the progress of the [s- |

land Bover's eonstruction, click on
www.islandrover.org or stop by in
person. For directions, e-mail
harmndt @ islandrover.org.
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